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to this article is founded on its great length; but this defect, if defect it be is 
redeemed by the valuable information-much of which would be difficult of’ac¬ 
cess to most physicians in this country, which it has enabled the author to lav 
before bis readers. J 

Thelh are several other articles of great merit in the present number, and 
whmh will no doubt be read with interest. Among these we shall particularly 
cite Jechmatement by Dr. Griffith, Jcne by Dr. Emerson, and .Won,a by Dr 
Condic. But agreeable as the task would doubtless be to us, we cannot enter 
into any details on the subject of these articlesj our object being, not to 
offer an analysis of the work, but rather to call the attention of our readers to 
a few of the leading portions of its contents, and assert its claims to the patron- 
ag-e of the profession. 


On the utility and merits of every literary enterprise, it is natural to expect 
that some difference of opinion will exist; and we can see no reason to hope 
that the present undertaking will meet with a more universal approbation in 
these respects than other works of the same kind. The favourable opinion that 
may be expressed of its contents will therefore be sure to encounter the oppo¬ 
sition of some other readers. Forour part, however, we do not hesitate to ex- 
press the belief, that the number of the latter will be veiy limited, and that the 
majority of those who examine the work will join us in sentiment, that it 
cannot fail to prove highly useful to physicians at large on this side of the 
Atlantic; and that judging from the preceding and the present numbers, as 
we 1 as from the reputation of the gentlemen whose cooperation has been se- 
cured, it will do honour to tlic medical profession in this country and compare 
advantageous y with the several dictionaries and cyclopedias of the same nature 
and size which have appeared in Europe in the course of the last twenty years. 


L. 


XIX. Jin Essay on the Yellow Fever. By J. Gillkhest, M. D. Deputy Inspector 

General of Army Hospitals. From the Cyclopxdia of Practical Medicine. 

London. 1832. 8vo. pp. 39. 

A treatise on the yellow fever calculated to conduct the reader to a correct 
acquaintance with its nature and treatment, should present a careful analysis 
ot those symptoms most constantly present in the different forms of the disease, 
and a very full detail of tlie post mortem appearances detected by personal oh- 
serration, or recorded by such writers as have bad an apportunity of studying 
the disease in the different parts of the world, where it has prevailed most ex- 
tensively. At the same time a careful collection of all the well-attested facts 
connected with the origin of the fever, the climates, localities and seasons in 
which it most constantly appears, and die individuals most liable to its attacks, 
would point out its remote and exciting causes, and more effectually settle the 
question of its contagious or non-contagious character, than the most copious 
cimtion of the discordant opinions that have been pronounced on this point by 
different writers, and often from the most imperfect data. Had the plan here 
indicated been pursued by Dr. Gillkrest in the essay before us, the reader, 
m place of rising from its perusal, as he now must, with vague and confused 
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views of many points in relation to the history, nature and treatment of yellow 
fever, would be placed in possession of all the positive information the profes¬ 
sion has as yet been enabled to acquire of the causes and pathology of this im¬ 
portant disease, and the remedies that have been found best adapted to its 
treatment. It is scarcely worth the trouble of any one to collect authorities to 
prove that yellow fever assumes frequently a remittent, as well as a continued 
form, and yet this is a subject upon which Dr. G. places so much importance, 
that he enters upon it at the very commencement almost of his essay. The 
mere fact of a disease being continued or remittent is but of secondary impor¬ 
tance in the study of its pathology. The chief inquiry should invariably be 
into the nature, seat and extent of the local affections by which it is accom¬ 
panied, for it is from a knowledge of these mainly that our therapeutical indi¬ 
cations are to be derived. 

We confess that throughout we have been very much disappointed in the 
essay before us; in which we expected to have found a condensed but accurate 
account of yellow fever, and a full exposition of the present state of medical 
knowledge on the various points connected with it. We do not mean to say 
that the essay does not contain much valuable information in relation to the 
history and general characteristics of the yellow* fever as an epidemic; but, we 
ask, what definite idea can be formed of the disease from the confused list of 
symptoms which the author presents; or of its real nature from the imperfect, 
or we should rather say incorrect account furnished by him of the morbid ap¬ 
pearances presented on dissection, and the vague language he employs when 
speaking of its pathology? 

It will scarcely be believed by American physicians, that in an essay on the 
yellow fever, published within the last year, it is denied, most positively, that 
any unquestionable traces of inflammation of the mucous membrane of the sto¬ 
mach are to be detected after death from that disease. Nevertheless this denial 
is made in this positive manner by Dr. G. Can it be that he is actually ignorant 
of the facts in relation to this subject recorded by Hume, Chisholm, Physick, 
Cathrall, Hunter, Deveze, Currie, Pym, Miller, Ramsay, Jackson, Waring, 
Johnson, and a host of other writers? All of whom bear testimony of the in¬ 
flamed and even gangrenous condition of the stomach, in subjects who have 
fallen victims to the yellow fever; or is he prepared to deny the correctness of 
these gentlemen’s observations, or the honesty with which they are reported 1 
Whatever opinion we may form of the nature of yellow fever, its almost in¬ 
variable connexion with gastric inflammation is a fact placed beyond the possi¬ 
bility of a doubt. 

Equally unsatisfactory with his account of its pathology are the remarks of 
Dr. G. upon the treatment of yellow fever. Of the most important remedy in 
this disease; the only one in fact, upon which any reliance is to be placed in 
the greater number of cases, namely, bleeding; he states that the weight of 
evidence is against its general adoption, even where prima facie it would seem 
to be indicated. In direct contradiction of this statement, a “ weight of evi¬ 
dence” might readily be adduced, equal at least to that in favour of the employ¬ 
ment of direct depletion in any other form of fever. Rush, Physick, Griffiths, 
Currie, Miller, Waring, together with the great body of the profession in this 
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XX. Workingmen’* Library No. IV. Vol. 1. On the Treatment of Hifantt. By 
a Lady. Boston, 1833. pp. 48. J Y 
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